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Parking  woes:  the  million-dollar  solution 


By  Alicia  Turvavani 

Edited  by  Kristine  McCaffrey 

Are  you  getting  tired  of  driving 
in  circles  looking  for  a  parking 
spot  on  campus  and  are  wondering 
why  the  college  hasn't  built  a  park- 
ing garage?  Well,  the  answer  to 
this 

million-dollar  question  is  literally 
that:  one  million  dollars.  Steve 
Lanciani,  Vice  President  of  Facili- 
ties, is  in  charge  of  soliciting  funds 
for  parking  lots  and  developing 
maintenance  for  the  campus.  Lan- 
ciani explained,  in  a  recent  inter- 
view, that  a  parking  garage  with 
100  spaces  would  cost  one  million 
dollars,  compared  to  buying  a  lot 
of 

land  at  a  cost  between  $10,000  to 
$15,000,  which  is  the  cost  of  what  it 
would  be  for  just  one  spot  in  a  park- 
ing garage.  Students  wouldn't 
appreciate  that  coming  out  of  their 
pockets.  Safety  also  becomes  an 
issue  with  parking  garages,  because 
they  are  dark  and  enclosed  areas. 

The  parking  situation  at  FSC  has 
gotten  even  worse  because  of 
increased  student  enrollment  over 
the  past  few  years.  The  Facilities 
and  Public  Safety  Departments  say 
they  are  doing  their  best  to  accom- 
modate parking  needs. 

Lanciani  said  that  in  1993  the  col- 
lege had  1,036  parking  spots.  By 
1995,  164  spaces  were  added; 
between  1997  and  1998  the  shuttle 
service  here  started  up  (which  runs 
Monday  through  Thursday  from  4 
p.m.  to  10  p.m.).  Another  400 
spaces  were  available  for  students, 
faculty  and  staff.  The  shuttle  ser- 
vice is  provided  by  the  college, 
which  also  runs  to  the  Civic  Center. 


The  North  St.  parking  lot  filled  as  usual 


In  2000,  after  the  Recreation  Center 
opened,  there  were  1 ,634  spaces  and 
although  paving  projects  over  the 
summer  gave  us  five  less  spaces,  the 
college  is  purchasing  more.  There 
are  currently  24  lots  on  campus  that 
are  designated  for  residents  and 
commuters  that  are  either  day  lots  or 
overnight  lots. 

The  number  of  parking  spaces 
hasn't  increased  enough  to  accom- 
modate the  total  number  of  cars  that 
are  here  though.  About  2,500 
spaces  would  be  needed  to  accom- 
modate everyone  with  a  car  on  cam- 
pus. Lanciani  said  two  properties  on 
Snow  Street  as  well  as  one  on  North 
Street  (located  near  the  Rec.  Center) 
were  purchased  in  June  of  2001, 
with  the  intent  of  adding  122  new 
spaces. 

Winter  is  coming,  which  will 
make  it  even  tougher  to  find  spots 
because  the  college  loses  100  to  150 
spaces  to  snow  banks.  "If  everyone 


does  their  part  by  moving  their  cars 
for  plowing,  then  parking  will  be 
easier,  and  Facilities  will  be  able  to 
clear  out  the  lots  to  make  more  spots 
available,"  said  Lanciani.  Accord- 
ing to  Campus  Police,  last  year  the 
campus  got  more  cooperation  than 
past  years,  because  most  people 
moved  their  cars  out  of  the  lots  for 
plowing.  If  that  continues,  the  park- 
ing situation  will  get  better,  the 
plowing  will  be  more  efficient,  and 
fewer  spots  will  be  taken  due  to 
snow  banks. 

"We're  not  willing  to  give  up 
spaces  so  easily,"  said  Carolyn 
Reidy-Ruberti,  of  the  Campus 
Police  Department.  Campus  Police 
is  aware  that  there  is  a  shortage  of 
spaces  and  will  not  give  the  spaces 
up  to  visitors  of  the  campus.  She,  as 
well  as  the  rest  of  Campus  Police,  is 
very  aware  of  the  parking  situation 
and  is  doing  the  best  she  can  to 
make    students'    experience    with 


parking  easier.  When  people  on 
campus  have  guests,  unless  they 
are  VIP,  they  must  use  the  Civic 
Center  and  shuttle. 

Resident  students  feel  that  they 
do  not  have  enough  parking  spots, 
but  last  spring  both  upper  Weston 
and  North  Street  lots  were  added  as 
24-hour  lots.  Residents  also 
have  Cedar  and  Mckay  as 
overnight  lots  as  well  as  the  Civic 
Center.  The  college  is  working  to 
make  it  more  convenient  for  every- 
one, but  they  can  only  do  so  much 
with  limited  space  and  resources. 

Ruberti  said,  other  colleges  like 
Umass  Amherst,  Boston  College, 
Framingham  State,  and  Boston 
University  charge  $100  to  $200  a 
semester  for  parking  that  is  a  good 
distance  away  from  their  campus. 
Upperclassmen  can  park  closer  to 
campus,  but  it  costs  more.  Here  at 
FSC  there  are  no  restrictions  on 
whom  can  get  a  parking  sticker,  and 
best  of  all,  it's  free! 

"Right  now,  parking  is  set  up  the 
best  way  it  possibly  could  be,  and 
we  don't  take  it  lightly,"  says  Ruber- 
ti. Ruberti  also  said,  "We  know  it's 
not  fine.  We're  always  open  to  sug- 
gestions. If  someone  has  an  idea,  let 
us  know." 

Students  are  not  only  the  ones 
who  have  to  hunt  for  parking  spots. 
The  Chief  of  Police  rides  the  shuttle 
every  single  day. 

Residents  have  a  rough  time  with 
parking,  but  there  are  a  lot  more 
commuters  than  residents,  and  it 
makes  the  situation  difficult.  Ruber- 
ti added  by  saying,  "We're  in  this 
together". 


OPINION 


Letter  to  the  Editor 


By  Linda  LeBlanc,  Access  Services  Librarian 
and  Robert  Foley,  Library  Director 

This  is  a  letter  in  response  to  a  letter  in  The 
Point  by  Ms.  McCaffrey  regarding  the  Library 
Reserve  Policy.  We  in  the  Library  agree  with 
her  opening  statement  that  the  reason  profes- 
sors place  items  on  reserve  in  the  library  is  for 
the  convenience  of  students  in  their  course(s) 
to  be  able  to  access  those  items.  A  small  part 
of  this  convenience  is  to  assist  students  who 
could  not  afford  the  cost  of  buying  supplemen- 
tal reading  material  in  addition  to  their 
required  textbooks.  The  real  convenience  is  in 
ensuring  that  these  items  (which  include  CDs, 
laboratory  slides,  microscopes,  computers, 
headphones,  Ethernet  cables,  wireless  cards,  videos,  records,  articles, 
books,  and  anything  else  a  professor  might  want  to  have  available)  are 
accounted  for  when  a  student  comes  in  to  use  a  reserve  item  from  one  of 
their  professors. 

The  main  function  of  reserve  is  to  provide  a  closed  collection  of  rare 
materials,  some  owned  by  the  library  and  others  owned  by  individual  pro- 
fessors, available  only  to  the  students  in  that  professor's  course.  Half  of  the 
items  on  reserve  belong  to  the  professors  and  are  not  available  in  our  col- 
lection. The  other  half  are  library  items  that  we  may  own  just  one  or  two 
copies  of  or  a  professor  may  want  to  ensure  that  a  few  books  on  a  specific 
topic  stay  in  the  library.  Our  general  and  reference  collections  are  open 
stacks,  which  are  available  for  anyone  to  go  to  the  shelf  and  pull  off  a  book 
to  read  if  they  so  desire.  (An  FSC  student  can  check  out  as  many  books  as 
they  want  from  our  general  collection,  and  as  a  result,  sometimes  one  or 
two  students  can  check  out  all  the  items  on  a  specific  topic  for  a  minimum 
of  four  weeks  leaving  no  books  available  for  another  student  doing  the 
same  topic  to  use.)  The  major  reason  that  a  professor  puts  items  on  reserve 
is  so  that  everyone  in  his/her  classes  will  have  the  opportunity  to  use  those 
items.  A  closed  collection  means  that  these  items  are  for  restricted  use. 
Professors  are  given  a  choice  of  whether  these  items  are  to  be  checked  out 
of  the  library  for  a  one  day  or  a  one  week  period  of  time. 

Checking  out  each  item  to  a  student,  even  when  it's  only  for  a  two  hour 
period  of  time  and  restricted  to  in-library  use,  is  essential  for  the  staff  work- 
ing the  circulation  desk.  This  enables  us  to  determine  if  an  item  is  current- 
ly on  reserve  shelf,  if  it  is  currently  being  used,  and  when  it  should  be  avail- 
able for  another  student  who  is  now  standing  at  the  counter  wanting  access 
to  the  same  items.  We  in  no  way  imply  that  through  our  policy  that  FSC 
students  are  so  "dishonest  and  evil  that  they  can't  be  trusted  to  get  a  book 
and  read  it  at  a  table,  which  can  be  seen  from  the  main  desk."  There  are 
numerous  items  in  our  reserve  collection.  Last  year  we  had  1 543  faculty 
place  1437  items  on  reserve,  and  they  used  4670  items.  We  could  not  pos- 
sibly keep  track  of  what  student  was  using  what  item  and  where  they 
promised  to  sit  while  doing  so  and  then  make  sure  that  item  is  returned. 

Checking  out  the  item  is  also  essential  for  ensuring  that  someone  will 
be  responsible  for  that  item  while  it  is  being  used.  The  student  who  checks 
out  a  reserve  item  on  his/her  student  ID  acknowledges  that  it  is  their 
responsibility  to  return  that  item  in  the  same  condition  they  received  it  and 
in  a  timely  manner  so  others  in  their  present  class  and  in  future  classes  will 
also  be  able  to  use  that  same  item.    Students  also  acknowledge  that  if  the 


item  is  lost  or  damaged  while  checked  out  that 
they  are  responsible  for  the  replacement  of 
that  item  the  same  as  if  they  checked  it  out  of 
the  general  collection.  Many  times  the  items 
are  expensive,  especially  the  equipment  and 
the  medical/science  related  books.  A  student 
ID  with  a  current  semester  sticker  is  required 
because  it  tells  the  library  staff  that  a  patron  is 
actually  a  student.  This  is  also  important 
because  any  reproductions  of  articles,  book 
chapters,  audio  visual  materials  have  copy- 
right laws  that  restrict  the  use  of  these  materi- 
als to  students  currently  enrolled  in  the  course 
for  which  the  items  are  reserved. 

A  student  ID  is  not  hard  to  get.  They  are 
provided  by  Academic  Computing/Media 
Services  Department  in  the  Conlon  Industrial  Arts  Building.  Usually  an  ID 
can  be  done  in  a  matter  of  minutes,  but  when  they  have  an  equipment  prob- 
lem that  prevents  a  student  from  immediately  receiving  a  new  or  replace- 
ment ID  card,  the  staff  at  AC/MS  will  write  a  signed  note  for  the  student  to 
present  when  needed  until  the  ID  is  ready.  We  have  accepted  such  a  note 
Continued  on  page  3 
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Reserve 
reasoning 

Continued  from  page  2 

on  numerous  occasions  and  have  issued  a  temporary  bar 
code  the  student  could  used  until  the  real  ID  was  ready. 
Most  of  the  students  that  come  into  he  library  to  use  items 
on  reserve  have  their  student  ID's  on  them  or  can  easily  go 
to  their  dorm  or  car  to  get  it.  It  is  ultimately  the  individual 
student's  responsibility  to  keep  their  ID  on  them  at  all  times 
while  on  campus  to  present  for  the  purpose  of  identification 
when  asked  by  a  FSC  staff  member  (refer  to  student  hand- 
book). A  driver's  license,  while  it  may  identify  who  you  are 
to  the  circulation  desk,  it  does  not  indicate  that  you  are  cur- 
rently enrolled  as  a  student  and  are  entitled  to  access  to 
items  on  reserve. 

Our  policy  is  posted  at  the  circulation  desk  and  on  the 
library's  web  page  at  http://www.fsc.edu/library  circula- 
tion.html#resstud  with  the  first  time  on  the  list  stating  "Stu- 
dents MUST  present  college  ID  with  a  valid  semester  stick- 
er on  the  back."  We  have  tried  to  make  this  policy  efficient 
and  user-friendly  as  possible  for  both  students  needing 
access  to  the  items  in  the  reserve  collection  and  for  the  cir- 
culation staff  who  provides  service.  Toward  this  goal  we 
began  offering  electronic  reserves  in  March  2000,  whereby 
digitized  copies  of  articles,  book  chapters,  etc.  are  accessi- 
ble over  the  campus  network.  Students  do  not  need  to  come 
to  the  library  to  access  them.  Instead,  they  can  log  on  to  Eres 
and  access  the  documents  using  the  course  password 
assigned  to  them  by  their  professor,  and  then  print  then  out 
in  their  dorm  rooms,  at  home,  or  wherever  they  have  an 
Internet  connection.  In  the  April  2000,  students  survey  of 
the  library  services,  only  70%  indicated  that  the  reserve  ser- 
vice was  not  compatible  with  their  needs. 


The  Bell  Curve 
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OPINION    

Officer  Mayrose 
bidsFSC  farewell 


Just  under  19  years  ago,  I  arrived  at  FSC  to  begin  my  career  as  a  campus  police  offi- 
cer. I  recall  being  very  eager  to  be  part  of  the  "law  enforcement"  community  and  think- 
ing that  the  job  would  be  much  like  that  of  a  police  officer  working  in  a  small  town. 

Now,  as  I  embark  on  a  new  phase  of  my  career  as  the  Assistant  Director  of  Public 
Safety  at  Brandeis  University,  I  leave  FSC  with  some  great  memories  of  an  experience 
that  was,  fortunately,  much  more  than  traditional  law  enforcement.  It  has  been  a  privi- 
lege to  have  worked  and  learned  with  so  many  wonderful  people  -  from  taking  classes 
and  conducting  thesis  research  to  guest-lecturing  in  classes  and  presenting  thesis  results; 
from  presenting  educational  programs  in  residence  halls  to  facilitating  ropes  course 
experiences  for  student  groups  and  staff;  from  regulating  inappropriate  behavior  to  help- 
ing someone  get  their  keys  out  of  their  locked  car;  from  assisting  a  victim  seeking  jus- 
tice to  helping  an  accused  student  see  a  positive/educational  component  to  his/her  situ- 
ation. 

My  FSC  experience  has  been  a  good  one  and  I  am  thankful  to  all  of  you  who  have 
been  a  part  of  it. 

-Bill  Mayrose,  Campus  Police 


FSC  Freshman  Foundation  Year 


Freshman  Essay  Prize 


Win    $100! ! ! 


Submit  an  essay  about  Girl,  Interrupted,  The  Samurai's  Garden  or 

other  topics  related  to  the  FFY  2001-02  theme,  "Leadership  and 

Self-Discovery,"  and  you  could  win  one  of  two  $100  prizes. 

To  be  eligible  for  the  award  you  must  be  a  freshman  at  FSC.  Sub- 
mit and  essay  written  for  an  FSC  class  on  a  topic  that  applies  to  the 
above  ideas.  Include  your  name,  address  and  phone  number,  and 
identify  the  class  for  which  the  essay  was  written.  Send  the  essay 
to  Professor  Ruwe  (By  campus  mail  or  by  dropping  it  in  the  English 
Department  office). 

Deadline  for  Submissions:   Monday,  April  1,  2002. 


The  Point  would  like  to  make  the  following  correction  from  Issue  #7: 
The  semi-formal  sponsored  by  Campus  Living  on  Dec.  12  is  exclu- 
sively a  Russell  Towers  event.  We  apologize  for  any  inconve- 
nience. 


NEWS 


Styron  lectures  on  life's  depressions 


By  Joanna  Jackson 

"It  is  the  hopelessness  more 
than  the  pain  that  crushes  the  soul." 

William  Styron,  Pulitzer  Prize 
winning  author  of  novels  such  as 
"Sophie's  Choice"  and  "The  Con- 
fessions of  Nat  Turner,"  spoke  these 
words  last  Thursday  night  to  FSC 
students,  faculty,  staff,  and  members 
of  the  local  community  in  a  lecture 
about  his  experiences  with  clinical 
depression. 

The  lecture,"  part  of  the  college's 
New  England  Writer's  Series,  was 
the  first  Robert  Cormier  Lecture, 
named  in  honor  of  the  nationally 
known  writer  of  young  adult  fiction. 
Styron  began  his  lecture  by  read- 
ing a  letter  from  a  young  man  who 
talked  of  his  fears  since  seeing  the 
World  Trade  Center  fall,  hearing  the 
first  plane,  and  smelling  the  fumes. 
He  asked  Styron  for  advice  in  deal- 
ing with  the  "indescribable." 

"Indescribable"  is  also  the  word 
Styron  uses  when  talking  about  the 
"agony  of  depression." 

"We  bear  pain  with  the  hope  of 
future  relief.  In  depression  this  faith 
in  deliverance  is  absent.  The  pain  is 
unrelenting." 

"Darkness  Visible,"  Styron's 
account  of  his  battle  with  depres- 
sion, came  into  being  when  he  felt 
the  need  to  write  about  the  realities 
of  living  with  this  debilitating  ill- 
ness. 

In  1985,  Styron  experienced 


depression,  an  illness  that  "seized 
me,  shook  me,  sent  me  into  fear  and 
trembling,  fell  on  me  with  such  pain 
that  I  didn't  think  I  could  survive." 
"I  was  an  ignoramus  when  it 
came  to  an  understanding  of 
[depression],"  Styron  said.  He  had 
read  about  people  who  committed 
suicide  and  remembered  thinking 
that  it  was  a  rash  act.  "I  did  not  con- 
sider it  an  empty  frivolity  or  the  last 
refuge  of  a  coward,  but  I  knew  noth- 
ing about  why  that  central  agony 
compelled  so  many  to  commit  sui- 
cide:' 

His  own  close  brush  with  suicide 
led  him  to  check  into  a  hospital 
where  he  eventually  spent  seven 
weeks  before  recovering  with 
almost  a  totality  of  health.  During  a 
visit  at  the  hospital,  Styron  told  his 
editor,  "If  I  have  one  book  left  in 
me,  it  will  have  to  be  something 
about  the  unbelievable  suffering  of 
dealing  with  clinical  depression." 

After  his  release,  he  attempted  to 
write  a  novel  about  his  experiences. 
"Nothing  emerged  that  was  even 
remotely  satisfying  to  me."  A  year 
later,  he  read  an  article  in  the  New 
York  Times  where  scholars  dis- 
cussed the  suicide  of  Primo  Levi,  a 
writer  and  Holocaust  survivor.  The 
scholars  saw  Levi's  act  as  a  moral 
dereliction,  Styron  said,  a  betrayal 
of  his  own  principles. 

Styron  said  his  first  reaction  was 
deep  anger  that  the  scholars  were 
unable  to  grasp  the  nature  of  the  ill- 


ness and  how  Levi's  depression  led 
him  to  do  what  he  did.  In  an  op-ed 
piece  written  to  the  Times  in 
response  to  the  article,  Styron  said 
he  tried  to  correct  the  scholars'  mis- 
conceptions and  to  explain  how  peo- 
ple who  suffer  with  depression 
experience  pain  so  excruciating  that 
they  often  feel  there  is  no  other  way 
out  but  to  kill  themselves. 

Styron  said  he  received  an 
avalanche  of  mail  in  response  to  his 
piece.  People  from  all  over  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  from  Europe  wrote 
telling  him  that  he  had  given  voice 
to  a  subject  that  needed  more  dis- 
cussion. 

A  series  of  'moments  of  chance' 
led  Styron  to  write  an  essay  about 
his  depression,  eventually  expand- 
ing it  to  become  the  book  "Darkness 
Visible." 

"The  book  became  a  number  one 
best  seller  on  the  day  it  was  issued," 
he  said,  "and  has  sold  over  two  mil- 
lion copies." 

Styron  said  he  was  amazed,  could 
hardly  believe  the  Pandora's  box  he 
had  opened.  "I'm  not  a  preacher  or 
a  message  bringer,"  he  said,  "but  I 
must  have  written  a  work  that  was 
needed." 

One  sinister  aspect  of  the  disease, 
Styron  said,  was  its  habit  of  return- 
ing. Last  year  in  June,  depression 
struck  again  in  a  catastrophic  way, 
far  worse  than  the  first  time.  He  was 
again  hospitalized  before  making  a 
recovery. 


Family,  friends,  and  those  close 
to  a  person  suffering  with  depres- 
sion must  encourage  them  that  they 
will  get  well,  Styron  said.  "Treat  the 
victim  with  compassion  like  you 
would  if  they  had  cancer."  On  the 
bright  side,  depression  is  a  disease 
that  has  a  high  recovery  rate,  he 
said. 

"Depression  remains  a  deep  mys- 
tery," Styron  said.  "Doctors  have 
some  ideas,  but  it  is  still  a  mystery." 
Styron  said  he  responded  to  the  let- 
ter from  the  young  man  by  remind- 
ing him  "The  most  important  thing 
to  understand  is  that  it  will  eventual- 
ly run  its  course." 

The  attentive  crowd  filling  Perci- 
val  Hall  on  the  FSC  campus  includ- 
ed professors  and  students  from  the 
psychology  and  human  services 
departments  as  well  as  other  mem- 
bers of  the  Fitchburg  and  college 
communities.  The  Cormier  family 
also  attended  the  lecture.  Connie 
Cormier,  Robert  Cormier's  widow, 
said  having  William  Styron  speak 
was  an  "honor  to  the  college  and 
Bob's  memory." 

The  New  England  Writers  Series, 
now  in  its  sixth  year,  was  underwrit- 
ten by  the  Fitchburg  State  College 
Foundation,  the  FSC  Alumni  Asso- 
ciation, and  "Worcester  Magazine." 
One  lecture  each  year  will  be  named 
in  honor  of  Robert  Cormier. 


Disney  provides  solid  experience 


By  Ben  Reed 

We  all  have  dreams,  but  how 
often  do  we  have  the  chance  to  cre- 
ate dreams  for  others?  Not  very 
often,  but  there  was  a  time  when  that 
was  my  job,  to  weave  stories,  create 
magic,  and  fulfill  dreams. 

During  the  summer  of  2000  I  had 
the  amazing  opportunity  to  partici- 
pate on  the  Walt  Disney  World  Col- 
lege Program.  I  worked  as  a  busser 


at  the  Plaza  Pavilion,  a  restaurant  in 
the  Magic  Kingdom.  It  was  around 
8pm  and  I  was  doing  my  daily 
rounds  of  cleaning  tables,  emptying 
trash,  and  sweeping  the  floors;  noth- 
ing out  of  the  ordinary  for  a  days 
work.  I  came  across  a  family  who 
had  just  found  some  seats  for  the 
fireworks  display,  which  was  to  take 
place  in  an  hour.  There  were  four 
children  in  the  group,  all  around  the 


ages  of  six.  At  the  beginning  of  the 
fireworks  display  Tinkerbell,  the 
magically  fairy  from  Peter  Pan,  flies 
off  into  the  sky.  This  moment  was 
the  capstone  of  their  day  in  the 
Magic  Kingdom  and  they  could  not 
wait  to  witness  this  for  themselves. 
As  I  spoke  with  them  about  Tin- 
kerbell they  expressed  a  desire  to 
meet  her  in  person.  She  was  after  all 
their   favorite   Disney   Character. 


Anyone  who  works  at  Walt  Disney 
World  knows  that  "it  can't  be  done" 
is  not  a  solution  to  a  problem.  I  told 
the  children  that,  "I  would  see  what 
I  could  do." 

I  left  and  returned  a  few  minutes 
later   with  four  Mickey  Ice  Cream 
bars.  "I  just  spoke  with  Tinkerbell," 
I  told  the  children, 
Continued  on  page  5 
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Flying  high  with  Tinkerbell 


Continued  from  page  4 

"and  she  was  thrilled  that  you  want- 
ed to  meet  her,  but  she  is  very  busy 
getting  ready  to  fly.  She  wanted  me 
to  give  you  these  ice  cream  bars 
because  she  is  sorry  she  can't  be 
here."  Those  four  children  had  a 
smile  that  just  grew  from  ear  to  ear. 
Their  eyes  opened  wide  in  amaze- 
ment. Tinkerbell  had  just  given 
them  ice  cream  to  enjoy  during  the 
fireworks  show,  and  it  was  free! 
They  thanked  me  many  times  over 
for  this  special  treat  but  I  told  them, 
"don't  thank  me,  thank  Tinkerbell  as 
she  flies  overhead."  They  agreed 
and  went  back  to  their  seats  to  ready 
themselves  for  the  show. 

Promptly  at  9  o'clock  the  lights 
dimmed  around  the  castle  forecourt, 
the  music  cued  with  a  drum  roll  and 
a  light  appeared  from  the  tower  of 
the  Disney  Princess's  home,  twin- 
kling like  a  star  in  the  sky.  ThaHight 
was  Tinkerbell. 

She  lifted  off  into  the  sky  waving 
her  magic  wand  back  and  forth  to  a 
thunderous  applause  from  the  guests 


watching  in 
awe  below. 
As  she 

soared  over 
the  Plaza 
Pavilion  she 
was  received 
with  cheers 
of  excite- 
ment. With 
their  fingers 
and  faces 
covered  in 
sticky  ice 
cream,  the 
four  children 
yelled 

"Thank  you  Tinkerbell,  Thank  you." 
At  that  moment  in  time  everyone 
stopped  what  they  were  doing  and 
fixed  their  eyes  on  those  children. 
They  forgot  about  the  magnificent 
fireworks  display  that  some  of  them 
had  waited  for  over  two  hours  to 
see.  Instead,  the  wonderment  that 
enveloped  the  four  precious  children 
created  something  that  was  much 


more 
meaning- 
ful for  all 
to  enjoy. 
The  restau- 
rant erupt- 
ed in 
applause 
and  cheers 
as  Tinker- 
bell left, 
disappear- 
ing into  the 
darkness.  I 
couldn't 
help  but 
smile  and 
wink  at  the 
parents. 

It's  not  often  that  people  are  for- 
tunate to  witness  miracles  through 
the  eyes  of  a  child,  but  forty-four 
students  from  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege and  surrounding  colleges  took 
that  first  step  to  creating  those  mira- 
cles last  Thursday  evening. 
Recruiters  from  the  Walt  Disney 
World  College  Program  were  on 


campus  to  interview  and  select  stu- 
dents to  participate  on  this  once  in  a 
lifetime  internship  experience.  After 
a  brief  presentation  in  the  Alumni 
Rooms  interviews  took  place  in  the 
Underground  Pub  and  later  the  next 
day  in  Career  Services.  While 
recruiting  for  spring  internships  is 
now  over,  students  and  faculty  may 
learn  more  about  this  opportunity  by 
e-mailing  the  Fitchburg  State  Col- 
lege Campus  Representatives  at 
FSCDisney@hotmail.com  or  by 

visiting  www.wdwcollegepro- 
gram.com.  Next  semester  recruiters 
will  be  in  the  area  again  to  find  those 
creators  of  dreams. 

I  never  spoke  with  that  family 
after  the  show,  they  left  before  I 
could  say  goodbye.  I  often  times 
wonder  what  became  of  those  chil- 
dren and  their  love  for  Tinkerbell. 
Watching  the  presentation  last  week 
brought  back  that  memory  of  that 
family.  Those  forty-four  students 
who  sat  attentively,  listening  to  the 
words  of  the  recruiter  will  hopefully 
be  the  next  creators  of  dreams. 


Eating  disorders:  a  serious  concern 


By  Sarah  Bilington 
Edited  by  Melissa  Ganley 

Is  it  the  media?  Is  it  learned?  Is  it 
psychological?  Is  it  biological?  Is 
she?  Is  he?  Am  I?  Are  you?  Accord- 
ing to  the  National  Eating  Disorders 
Screening  Program,  at  least  five  to 
ten  million  females  and  one  million 
males  are  presently  struggling  with 
an  eating  disorder,  whether  it  be 
anorexia,  bulimia,  or  compulsive 
overeating. 

Though  they  may  glamorize  or 
poke  fun  at  these  diseases  on  televi- 
sion and  in  movies,  eating  disorders 
are  life-threatening  health  condi- 
tions. They  can  be  more  difficult  to 
treat  than  purely  physical  health 
problems  because  the  real  problem 


is  psychological.  Sometimes  anti- 
depressants are  used  for  bulimia  and 
other  disorders,  however  no  drug 
can  cure  the  eating  disorder  itself. 

Statistically,  eating  disorders  are 
most  likely  to  develop  in  the  adoles- 
cent to  young-adult  years  of  a 
woman's  life.  College  often  triggers 
behaviors  that  may  subsequently 
lead  to  an  eating  disorder.  With  that 
thought  in  mind  you  may  ask  your- 
self, what  resources  FSC  has  to  deal 
with  such  problems? 

Robert  Hynes,  director  of  the 
FSC  counseling  center,  says  that  last 
academic  year  nine  percent  of  the 
schools  population  sought  help  for 
eating  disorders.  He  was  quick  to 
point  out,  though,  that  many  stu- 
dents who  are  walking  around  with 


full-blown  eating  disorders  have  not 
come  forward  for  help. 

Why  do  students  develop  these 
disorders?  "Media  is  a  large  part  of 
it,"  said  Hynes,  but  it  often  goes 
much  deeper  than  that.  "There  has 
been  research  that  says  it  could  be  in 
the  genes,"  he  said,  eating  disorder 
research  is  still  in  its  baby  stages. 

Hynes  said  that  anorexia  is  easi- 
er to  identify  because  of  the  physical 
signs,  "Look  for  extreme  weight 
loss  and/or  gain,"  he  says,  "If  you 
notice  that  he  or  she  expressed  sig- 
nificant anxiety  about  eating  in 
groups,  or  obsessive  calorie  count- 
ing and  food  restriction,  if  you 
spend  a  lot  of  time  with  a  person  and 
notice  they  start  retracting  from  a 
group  and  staying  more  secluded, 
they  could  be  in  danger." 


Hynes  said  bulimia  is  harder  to 
identify  because  "bulimics  are  very 
good  at  being  secretive.  Also, 
bulimia  is  a  constant  cycle  of  hing- 
ing and  purging,  therefore  that  per- 
son never  really  loses  or  gains 
weight."  Behaviors  rather  than 
physical  indications  are  what  to  be 
aware  of,  according  to  Hynes.  "If 
food  is  being  eaten  more  quickly 
than  usual,  if  the  person  noticeably 
spends  a  lot  of  time  in  the  bathroom, 
especially  around  mealtimes,  they 
avoid  eating  in  groups,  these  could 
all  be  signs  of  an  eating  disorder," 
he  said. 

Once  an  eating  disorder  has  been 
diagnosed,  Hynes  said,  counselors 
will  assess  its  severity  and  deter- 
mine where  the  person  would  be 
Continued  on  page  11 
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Music;  what's  new  and  on  the  way 


By  Andy  Levine 

It  is  that  time  of  year  again.  You 
can  almost  smell  the  home  cooked 
turkey.  The  December  holiday  sea- 
son is  creeping  around 
the  corner.  And  yes, 
there  are  new  albums 
out  or  coming  out  by 
your  favorite  musical 
artists  for  you  to  ask 
for  as  gifts. 

Hip  Hop  fans  have 
a    slew    of   CDs    to 
request   as   presents. 
Jay  Z  drops  his  sixth  CD  The  Blue- 
print that  includes  the  much  hyped 
and   overplayed   Izzo   (H.O.V.A). 
The    always-entertaining    hip-hop 
phenom  Busta  Rhymes  gives  the 
world  Genesis  in  late  Novem- 
ber.    Rumor  has  it  Dr.  Dre 
produced  three  tracks  and  hip 
hop  gurus  The  Neptunes  also 
added  their  production  touch 
somewhere  on  Geneis     con- 
tribute   to    the    new    Busta 
album.     Newcomer  Bubba 
Sparxxx  (or  as  I  like  to  call 
him,   the   chubby   Eminem) 
comes   out  with  his  break 
through  album  Dark  Days,  Bright 
Nights.  One  of  my  personal  heroes, 
Snoop  Dogg,  finds  himself  all  over 
the  recently  released  music  scene. 


The  four  places  fans  of  the  Doggfa- 
ther  can  find  him  are  as  follows: 
Snoop  Dogg's  Death  Row's  Greatest 
Hits,  The  Eastsidaz'  Duces  N 
Trayz...Old  Fashioned,  The  Bones 
soundtrack,  and  The 
Wash  soundtrack.  Also, 
Ja  Rule  fresh  off  the 
monstrous  hit  with  J  Lo 
"I'm  Real  (remix)" 
pumps  out  his  third 
effort  with  Love  is  Pain. 
On  Pain,  there  is  also 
another  remix  of  the 
duet  with  X-Ms.  Diddy 
Jenifer  Lopez  entitled  "I'm  Real 
(Murder  remix.)" 

On  the  Rock  and  Alternative  side 
of  the  music  world,  many  of  the 
industry's  top  performers  bless  their 
fans  with 
new  songs  to 
digest.  Dave 
Matthews 
Band 
released  their 
fourth  in  a 
series  of  live 
recordings 
entitled  Live 
in  Chicago 
(see  issue  #6  of  The  Point  for  a  full 
review).  The  Gavin  Rossdale  led 
Bush  put  out  it's  fourth  offering,  the 
deeply  rock  heavy   Golden  State. 


towbus 


Garbage  attempts  to  ride  the  wave 
of  success  that  their  '98  album  Ver- 
sion 2.0  had  with  the  brand  new 
Beautifulgarbage.    Masked  rockers 
Slipknot   give 
their  dedicated 
following 
Iowa.    In  their 
third      record 
release 
Incubus  gives 
us       Morning 
View.         The 
beautifully 
voiced      Tori 

Amos  released  Strange  Little  Girls, 
a  CD  of  song  covers.  Once  again, 
Rob  Zombie  tries  to  entice  our 
darkside  with  his  Sinister  Urge. 
Lenny  Kravitz  on  Oct.  30 
released  his  new  disc 
Lenny.  Finally,  song  writ- 
ing god  Bob  Dylan  amazes 
audiences  with  Love  & 
Theft. 

In  the  world  of  radio 
friendly  pop,  The  most 
notable  album  is  probably 
The  King  of  Pop  (if  that  is 
actually  a  complimentary  title?) 
Michael  Jackson  and  his  first  set  of 
new  songs  in  quite  some  time,  Invin- 
cible. Jackson's  first  single  off 
'Invincible,'  "You  Rock  My  World," 
was  accompanied  by  a  mini-movie 


of  sorts  music  video  featuring  come- 
dian Chris  Tucker  and  Marlon  Bran- 
do.   Elton  John's  Songs  From  the 
West  Coast  featuring  the  hit  "I  Want 
Love"  spilled  out  into  records 
1  stores  recently.     The  Back- 
1  street    Boys    release    their 
Greatest  Hits  album.     Ken- 
neth "Babyface"   Edmonds 
releases         the         smooth 
FacelFace.      Back  on  the 
music     scene     is     Alanis 
Morisssette  with  her  opti- 
mistically peaceful  titled  new 
album,  Utopia. 
Leading  the  way  in  the  "Man,  I 
have  never  seen  one  musician  get 
so  much  money  and  critical  acclaim 
for  one  horrible,  horrible  song  sung 
by  someone  who 
sounds  like  their 
vocal  chords  are 
being  crushed  by  a 
twelve  ton  bulldoz- 
er" category  Macy 
Gray  released  her 
sophomore  effort 
The  Id.  If  there  are 
any  Macy  Gray  fans 
whom  I  have  offended  please  send 
hate  mail  to:  point@fsc.edu.  On 
that  note,  I  hope  I  will  be  able  to 
prepare  for  finals  with  all  that  email 
I  will  have  to  go  through.  Sarcasm, 
it's  fantastic. 


IL  1  1   Educational  Testing  fr-sttato 

Massachusetts  Teacher  Test 
Preparation 

5  "Week  programs  with  suanmteed  results  in 
Communication  and  Literacy 

Delivering  what  you.  need  to  prepare  for  success: 

•  L  iterac  y  and  c  o  mmuni  cation  skills 

•  T  est  content  and  test  taking  strategies 

•  Supportive  setting  and  individual  attention 

•  Proventestprepar ation b o ok  and  curriculum 

•  Custom  programs  and  private  tutoring 
Record  of  outstanding  results: 

•  Pass  rates  improve  from  12%  to  71%! 

•  Average  scores  improve  over  12%.  per  section! 

Join  E  TI  and  guarantee  your  success! 

800-399-5448  or  consult:  www  .mass  tea  chert  est  .coin 


FSC's  fall  semester  film  series  continues  with  a  screening  of  "Wait  Until  Spring,  Ban- 
dinF  on  Nov.  29  at  7  p.m.  in  the  Hammond  Building  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall.  It  is  the 
third  of  four  films  focusing  on  Italian  American  experiences  sponsored  by  the  Center  for 
Italian  Culture.  The  film  series  is  part  of  CenterStage  at  FSC,  which  also  presents  per- 
formances, lectures,  and  other  events. 

"Bandini,"  based  on  John  Fante's  semi-autobiographical  novel,  looks  at  an  Italian- 
American  boy  growing  up  in  Colorado.  When  he  falls  in  love  with  an  Irish-American 
girl,  tension  increases  and  questions  arise:  Is  she  Catholic?  And,  what  impact  does  that 
have  on  her  acceptance  by  the  family? 

Professor  Mario  Aste  of  UMass-Lowell  will  facilitate  a  post-viewing  discussion. 
Tickets  are  available  at  the  door.  Admission  is  $5  for  the  general  public  and  $3  for  stu- 
dents and  seniors.  For  more  information,  call  978-665-3709  or  978-665-3347. 
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Happy  Anniversary 

to  you! 
Happy  Anniversary 

to  you! 

Happy  Anniversary 

Dear  Hammond ! 

Happy  Anniversary  to  you! 

And  many  more... 

Come  celebrate  with  us 
November  13-16 
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And    the    band    played    on 


By  Robin  L.  Kanter 

FSC  has  a  band  you  might  say?  That 
is  right;  FSC  has  a  concert  and  a  jazz 
band.  Conducted  by  Dr.  Caniato,  the  FSC 
Band  is  on  their  way.  Tuesday  November 
6,  200 1 ,  the  band  had  their  first  concert  of 
this  year  at  Weston  Auditorium.  Com- 
posed of  roughly  30  members,  the  band 
sounds  great. 

On  Tuesday  night,  the  FSC  Band  had 
a  joint  concert  with  the  Salem  State  Col- 
lege Band.  It  was  a  great  concert  and  the 
turnout  with  well  appreciated.  Gregg 
Thaller  is  the  conductor  for  Salem  State 
College.  Salem  State  opened  with  the 
Star-Spangled  Banner  arranged  by  Jack 
Stamp.  Followed  by  the  Giles  Faranby 
Suite,  this  featured  two  parts,  the  Rosaso- 
lis  and  the  Tower  Hill.  The  third  piece 
they  played  was  the  Rhosymedre.  They  ended 
with  Vacant  Chair  arranged  by  George  F.  Root. 

FSC  was  up  next.  They  opened  with  a  fast 
moving  piece  the  Procession  of  the  Nobles, 
which  was  composed  by  Nicholas  Rimsky-Kor- 
sakov/  Eric  Leidzen.  Next  was  A  Gershwin  Por- 


FSC  band  jammin'. 


trait  which  featured  melodies  as;  "Striking  Up  the 
Band".  "Swanee".  "Rhapsody  in  Blue",  "I  Got 
Rhythm."  "Fascinating  Rhythm",  "Someone  to 
Watch  Over  Me",  and  Embraceable  You".  When 
we  are  in  Deepest  Need  was  the  next  selection  by 
Johann  Sebastian  and  Maurice  Whitney.  The  last 


son  was  the  Folk  Song  Suite  by 
Ralph  Vaughan  Williams. 

The  two  bands  played  two  com- 
bined pieces.  The  first  was  Varia- 
tion on  a  Korean  Folk  Song  by 
John  Barnes  Chance,  which  was 
conducted  by  Caniato.  The  last 
piece  of  the  night  was  The  Thun- 
derer John  Philip  Sousa.  Thaller 
conducted  this  piece. 

It  was  a  successful  night  and  the 
music  sounded  great.  FSC  Band  is 
always  looking  for  new  people  to 
join,  come,  and  play  along  with 
them.  All  instruments  are  wel- 
come. Their  next  concert  will  be  a 
small  Jazz  concert  outside  the 
library  this  Saturday  November  17, 
2001.  Feel  free  to  stop  by  and 
enjoy  the  music.  The  following 
concert  is  December  4,  2001  at  7:30  on  in  West- 
on Auditorium.  This  will  be  a  combined  concert 
with  the  Concert  Band,  the  Jazz  Band,  and  with 
the  FSC  Chorus.  In  addition,  any  questions  that 
you  might  have  please  feel  free  to  go  to  the  Web- 
site, www.fsc.edu/music. 


Travolta  and  Vaughn  in  a  'Disturbing'  thriller 


By  Roger  Roy 

As  routine  as  thrillers  come,  "Domestic  Dis- 
turbance" has  far  too  much  story  and  acting  in  its 
way  to  make  it  fail.  With  two  amazing  actors 
(John  Travolta  and  Vince  Vaughn),  an  okay  direc- 
tor with  some  good  potential  to  get  better  (Harold 
Becker,  "Malice"  and  "Sea  Of  Love"),  and  a 
wonderful  premise  that  holds  some  great  thrills, 
chills  and  some  serious  audience  participation. 
Yet  somewhere  along  the  line  there  was  a  deci- 
sion to  take  out  huge  sections  of  the  story  and 
neuter  the  film's  violence  and  language  down 
from  an  R  rating  to  a  PG-13.  That  was  a  mistake. 
"Domestic  Disturbance"  isn't  classy,  but  it  does 
have  flashes  of  a  smart  thriller  that  were  there, 
probably  at  one  point  in  the  film's  development 
and  that  aren't  there  now. 

As  his  ex-wife  (Teri  Polo,  "Meet  The  Parents") 
prepares  to  marry  a  man  named  Rick  (Vince 
Vaughn),  who  is  a  new  addition  to  the  communi- 
ty, Frank  Morrison  (John  Travolta)  tries  to  calm 
his  troubled  son  Danny  (Matthew  O'Leary)  as 
their  lives  go  through  a  slight  change  with  the 


new  addition.  One  night,  Danny  hides  away  in 
Rick's  car  and  witnesses  Rick  murdering  another 
man.  When  he  gives  the  news  to  his  parents,  they 
assume  he  is  lying  to  break  up  the  new  marriage, 
and  they  promptly  ignore  him.  Soon  enough,  as 
Frank  digs  deeper,  he  finds  that  there  is  more 
truth  to  his  son's  tale  than  he  could've  imagined. 
Frank  soon  sets  out  to  prove  his  son's  story,  much 
to  the  dismay  of  Rick  who  will  stop  at  nothing  to 
keep  his  past  behind  him. 

"Domestic  Disturbance"  plays  like  one  long 
trailer  for  a  picture  that  was  once  there,  and  I'm 
surprised  the  studio  allowed  such  a  thing  to  hap- 
pen to  their  own  film.  Even  if  the  pace  was 
slowed  to  accommodate  more  narrative,  it  would 
be  worth  it  to  the  audience.  There  is  just  too  much 
meat  cleaved  off  the  story.  It  renders  the  film  as 
one  long  thrill  ride  when  it  should've  been  more 
tightly  wound  than  that. 

The  best  part  of  the  movie  was  watching  Tra- 
volta and  Vaughn  act  together  for  the  first  time. 
Travolta,  with  his  leftover  long  hair  from  last 
summer's  "Swordfish,"  finds  the  right  balance 


between  paternal  love  and  blue-collar  hero  in  his 
Frank  character.  Travolta  is  pretty  good  at  play- 
ing paranoia,  and  he  -crackles  with  desperation 
and  fatigue  as  his  character  runs  around  trying  to 
figure  things  out.  On  the  other  side  is  Vaughn, 
who  almost  fits  the  criminal  look,  that  is  just  how 
breezy  an  actor  Vaughn  is,  and  his  acting  here  is 
fun  to  watch  as  it  is  so  effortless  and  menacing. 
Travolta  and  Vaughn  make  a  great  pair.  I  hope 
their  next  film  will  take  better  advantage  of  that. 

As  the  film  neared  to  the  end  the  climax  began 
to  happen  where  Travolta  and  Vaughn  go  head  to 
head.  However,  it  went  by  too  fast.  It  was  some- 
what a  bad  ending  to  a  very  well  done  thriller. 

It  was  the  first  time  in  a  while  that  I  heard  and 
audience  actually  gasp  during  thriller  parts  and 
laugh  when  it  was  meant  to  be  funny.  There  were 
a  few  cheers  during  some  scenes.  Especially  from 
the  60-year-old  man  and  woman  sitting  a  few 
seats  to  my  left.  I  would  recommend  seeing  this 
movie.  Not  as  a  must  see,  but  as  one  where  you 
will  be  surprised  and  probably  enjoyed  watching. 
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Protect  yourself  against  the  FLU: 


flu  Vaccine 


Flu  Clinic  Schedule: 
DATE  DAY 


Nov.  13 


Nov.  14 


Nov.  15 


Nov.  16 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


WHERE 
ChartwelPs 

Health  Services 
ChartwelPs 

Health  Services 
Rec.  Center 

Health  Services 


TIME 
11:30  a.m.-l:00  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.-10:00  a.m. 
11:30  a.ra.-l:00  p.m. 


8:30  a.m.-10:00  a.m. 
4:30  p.m.-5:30  p.m. 

8:30  a.m.-10:00  a.m. 


There  is  a  $5  charge 

Please  call  FSC  Health  Services  (978-665-  3216)  to  schedule  a  five-minute 
appointment. 

Calendar  of  events  and  activities 

Film  by  The  Rev.  Bruce  Williams,  former  FSC  scholar-in-residence; 

Newman  Center. 
"The  Godfather"  -  Nov.  15,  3  p.m.;  followed  by  "The  Godfather 

II"  at  7  p.m.;  screenings  presented  as  part  of  the  Classic  Film    Video  Dance  Party  -  Nov.  16,  8  p.m. -midnight,  features  music 
Series;  free;  Ellis  White  Lecture  Hall.  with  1970s  theme;  Main  Lounge,  Campus  Center. 


Special  events 

Art  Auction  -  Nov.  14,  7  p.m.,  to  benefit  FSC  Scholarship  Fund; 
preceded  by  reception  and  viewing  at  5  p.m.;  $10;  The  Under- 
ground. 

Lawyer's  Lecture  -  Dec.  4,  7:30  p.m.,  talk  by  Harvey  Silverglate, 
a  Boston  criminal  defense  and  civil  liberties  lawyer  who  is  also 
a  writer  and  an  advocate  of  academic  freedom  and  student  rights; 
free;  Kent  Recital  Hall. 

Seven  Deadly  Sins  Seminar  -  Nov.  12,  7  p.m.,  "Anger,"  lecture 
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Visual  art 

"Echoed  Visions"  -  Through  Dec.  14,  exhibition  of  three-dimen- 
sional paintings  and  sculpture  by  artist  Janice  Basiletti;  free;  Art 
Gallery,  Hammond  Building.     . 


** 


This  week's  calendar  covers  events  through  Dec.  5.  Listings 
including  date,  time,  location,  admission  fee,  sponsor  and  con- 
tact telephone  number  may  be  sent  by  email  to  point@fsc.edu, 
or  by  campus  mail  to  The  Point,  Hammond  Building. 


fLATURLS 


Eating  Disorders: 
cause  for  concern 


Continued  from  page  5 

best  cared  for.  For  example,  a  per- 
son with  more  severe  symptoms 
might  be  sent  to  a  local  in  or  out 
patient  program.  There  are  no 
experts  on  campus  that  specialize  in 
treating  eating  disorders,  but  coun- 
selors in  the  center  are  able  to  pro- 
vide some  therapy  to  the  patients. 
Of  course,  all  visits  are  confidential. 
Although  there  are  no  support 
groups  for  eating  disorders  on  cam- 
pus, supports  groups  exist  locally 
off  campus.  More  information  can 
be  found  through  counseling  ser- 
vices on  the  third  floor  in  the  Ham- 
mond Building. 

If  you  believe  a  friend  may  have 
an  eating  problem,  but  you  are 
afraid  to  approach  them...  don't  be. 
According  to  counseling  services, 
encouragement  is  one  of  the  best 


ways  to  help  someone  with  an  eat- 
ing disorder.  A  person  with  a  disor- 
der gets  into  a  pattern  of  being 
secretive  and  private.  Typically, 
they  will  not  come  forward  on  their 
own.  It  may  take  months,  even 
years,  before  they  realize  that  they 
need  to  get  better.  Don't  be  afraid  to 
get  frustrated  with  that  person.  Let 
them  know  you  hate  what  they  are 
doing  to  themselves.  Don't  be  a 
silent  observer.  No  doubt,  it  will  be 
difficult  for  them.  They  will  have  to 
"undo"  all  that  they  have  worked  so 
hard  to  do;  they  might  have  to  gain 
weight.  Yes,  that  friend  may  very 
well  become  defensive  and  angry 
with  you  but  in  tK.e  end,  it  will  be 
one  more  person  that  has  planted  the 
idea  in  their  head  that  is  acceptable 
and  necessary  for  them  to  get  help. 


F 


ROM  ALL  OF 


US  HERE  AT 

M  The  point, 
we  would  like 
to  wish  you  and 
your  family  a 

AND... 
HAPPY 

THANKSGIVING 


Introducing  Campus  Creations 


oming  spring  semester  Tim  Point  will  be  dedicating  a  portion  of  the 

paper  to  creative  projects  of  FSC  students,  staff  and  faculty. 

This  will  include:  writing  (poems,  short  stories,  etc.),  artwork, 

photography,  digital  graphic  design,  etc. 

Submissions  may  be  sent  by  e-mail  (point@fsc.edu) 

or  through  campus  mail. 
For  more  information  or  to  answer  any  questions,  please  contact 

Amy  or  Andy  at  (978)  665-3647. 
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Sports 


XCountry's  season  runs  out 


By  Orlando  Claffey 

Heading  into  the  final  meet  of 
the  season,  the  Running  Falcons  of 
Fitchburg  State's  Cross  Country  team 
had  a  big  challenge  ahead  of  them, 
competing  against  35  teams  in  the 
NCAA  Division  III  Regionals  at 
Westfield  State  College. 

The  race  is  capping  off  a  season 
that  was  filled  with  high  points, 
including  a  near  win  against  Division 
I  Holy  Cross  and  a  second  place  finish 
at  the  MASCAC  championships. 

Fitchburg  entered  the  meet 
looking  to  make  some  waves.  Led  by 
Senior  Captain  Derek  Delanski,  who 
finished  108th  out  of  over  300  run- 
ners, FSC  was  able  to  place  24th.  The 
Falcon's  Dan  Savukoski  and  Ryan 
Miller  finish  121st  and  124th  to  round 
out  FSC's  top  three. 

Freshman  Jen  Forte  led  the  way 
or  the  Women  runners,  finishing 
200th.  Sophomore  Sarah  Brown,  who 
came  across  208th,  followed  her. 

It  was  a  good  showing  in  the 
final  race  of  the  season,  and  was  a 
major  step  in  rebuilding  of  the  team. 
The  program  has  been  re-energized 
within  the  past  few  years,  with  new 
recruits  beginning  to  take  the  reigns. 

"This  year  we  had  a  balanced 
group  of  guys,"  said  Jim  Jellison,  the 
Cross  Country  Head  Coach.  "They 
came  together  as  a  team  and  a  differ- 
ent person  was  the  top  runner  in 
almost  every  race.  We  surprised  a  lot 
of  people  this  year,  and  no  one  will 
take  us  lightly  again." 

Led  by  Senior  Captains  and 
Keto  Sysong,  the  Men's  team  has  had 
an  influx  of  quality  runners  in  the  last 
two  years,  including  Sophomores 
Matt  Germain,  Matt  Koch,  Miller  and 
Savukoski.  This  young  talent,  along 
with  the  returning  Sysong,  gives  the 
team  a  great  opportunity  to  do  damage 


Running  as  a  unit,  the  Men's  Cross  Country  Team  has  taken  great 
strides  to  improve  themselves,  and  working  as  a  team  is  one  of  them. 
Many  hope  this  success  will  continue  into  next  year  for  both  teams. 


in  the  MASCAC  next  season. 

"The  team  has  been  great  this 
season,"  said  Sysong.  "We  have  come 
together  so  well  that  if  someone  has  a 
bad  day,  then  everyone  else  on  the 
team  steps  up.  During  races  we  run 
together  and  pull  each  other  through 
the  race."  At  most  meets,  the  runners 
are  in  a  tight  pack,  which  makes  them 
more  noticeable,  and  more  successful. 

"This  is  the  best  team  we  have 
had  in  a  while,"  said  Delanski,  who 
was  the  only  distance  runner  the  team 
when  he  first  arrived  four  years  ago. 
"The  team  used  to  be  chaotic.  There 
were  a  few  decent  runners,  but  every- 
one ran  as  an  individual.  Now,  it  is 
based  on  a  team  concept  and  we  our 
making  a  name  for  ourselves  in  the 
league." 

The  team's  success  is  evident  by 
its  second  place  finish  at  the  confer- 
ence championships  and  it's  fourth 
place  finish  at  the  Alliance  Champi- 
ons. Next  year,  barring  injury,  the 
team  expects  to  take  the  league  title, 
ousting  Westfield. 

"This  team   is   improving  by 


leaps  and  bounds,"  said  Sysong.  "We 
have  a  quality  crew  of  runners  that 
will  still  be  here,  so  we  can  only  head 
up."  The  Women's  team,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  struggling  to  regain  their 
footing. 

"Our  biggest  problem  with  the 
women  is  lack  of  members,"  said  Jel- 
lison. "We  have  good  kids,  but  we 
only  have  the  bare  minimum." 

Senior  Christie  E.  Galindez  led 
the  team.  The  speedy  Falcon  helped 
the  Women's  team  finish  third  in  the 
Conference,  but  also  was  named  to 
the  All-Conference  team.  Her  sister, 
Christie  A.  Galindez,  had  a  strong 
year  along  with  Sophomore  Sarah 
Brown  and  Freshman  Jen  Forte,  and 
with  this  solid  nucleus  of  runners,  the 
Women  could  return  to  the  top. 

"We  are  going  to  get  better," 
said  Jellison.  "The  women's  team  has 
won  the  Conference  six  times,  and 
with  a  few  more  runners,  we  are  not 
that  far  off." 

With  youth  and  confidence, 
both  sides  of  the  Cross  Country  have 
a  strong  chance  next  season. 


Scummies  are  Intramural  Softball  Champions 


By  Orlando  Claffey 

Coming  off  an  undefeated  season,  the  Boogie  Fungle 
Sticks  were  poised  to  take  home  the  Intramural  Softball 
Championship  October  15.  Standing  in  their  way  were  the 
Scummies,  who  just  had  a  thrilling,  come-from-behind 
vicorty  against  the  New  England  Idiots  in  the  semi-finals. 

In  a  previous  game,  the  two  teams  battled  down  to 
the  wire,  with  the  Sticks  coming  out  on  top  15-14.  Equal- 
ly matched  and  ready  to  go,  the  two  teams  faced  off  at  the 
McKay  Softball  field  in  the  title  match. 

The  visiting  scummies  jumped  out  to  an  early  lead, 
with  Mike  Savastano  and  Dan  Goulet  scoring  in  the  top  of 
the  first  inning,  which  was  answered  by  the  Sticks  Lisa 


Fontaine,  making  the  score  2-1.  Defense  played  a  strong 
part  in  the  game,  as  both  teams  were  able  to  stall  the  opos- 
ing  offenses  until  the  fourth  inning. 

The  Scummies  built  on  their  lead  in  the  fourth  and 
fifth  innings,  scoring  five  runs  in  total,  while  holding  the 
Sticks  attack  to  only  two  runs.  Down  by  four,  the  Sticks 
turned  it  around,  scoring  two  runs  in  each  of  the  last  two 
innings,  tying  the  score  at  seven. 

In  extra  innings,  the  underdog  Scummies  showed 
they  had  some  bite.  Four  Scummies  players,  Dan  Goulet, 
Danielle  Diaon,  John  Whittemore  and  Mike  Savastano, 
scored  as  they  pepered  the  field  with  balls.  Defensively, 
the  Summies  were  sound.  A  1-2-3  inning  in  the  eighth 
sealed  the  deal  for  the  Champions,  the  Scummies. 


Falcons  leave 
Paine  Weber 
Classic  unbeaten 

By  Robin  Kanter 

On  Friday  November  2,  2001,  the  FSC  Hockey  Team 
faced  Worcester  State  at  Assumption  College  for  the  Paine 
Webber  Classic  Tournament.  The  Falcons  walked  away  1- 
0-1.  FSC  started  strong  with  a  goal  within  the  first  five 
minutes  of  the  game  on  a  power  play  goal  by  Junior  Greg 
Horan,  with  an  assist  by  Senior  Captain  Brian  Baldassare. 

Worcester  State  came  back  shortly  there  after  with  a 
goal  by  Mike  Hewitt  and  an  assist  by  Rick  Casavant. 
Fitchburg  and  Worcester  fought  it  out  for  the  first  period 
with  many  penalties  given  to  both  teams.  At  the  end  of  the 
first  period  the  score  was  tied  at  1-1,  going  into  the  second. 
The  Falcons  came  back  with  a  goal  by  Junior  Brian  Ceev- 
er  and  an  assist  by  Freshman  Bill  Burns.  Bringing  the 
score  to  2-1. 

The  Falcons  held  the  lead  into  the  third  period  where 
Worcester  came  back  with  a  power  play  goal  by  Chris  Susi 
and  an  assist  by  Matt  Cruikshank.  That  tied  the  score  at  2- 
2,  and  the  game  went  into  overtime. 

No  goals  were  scored  in  the  overtime  period,  but  the 
Falcons  edged  out  Worcester  in  the  shootout,  taking  it  in 
three  rounds  2-1. 

The  next  day  the  Falcons  took  on  Salve  Regina  Col- 
lege, and  came  away  with  a  win.  Salve  Regina  came 
scored  a  goal  early  in  the  game  by  Matthew  Hillberg  with 
an  assist  by  Eddie  Maurer.  FSC  stood  strong  and  game 
back  with  a  goal  by  Freshman  Robert  Zapf.  Assisting  on 
the  play  were  Freshman  Sebastien  Corbeil  and  Senior  Jeff 
Brodeur,  which  tied  the  game  at  1-1. 

No  goals  were  score  in  the  second  period,  even 
though  Salve  Regina  suffered  three  penalties  where  as  The 
Falcons  only  suffered  one. 

The  third  period  rolled  around  and  Salve  Regina 
started  strong  with  a  goal  by  Matthew  Hillberg.  Salve 
Regina's  Adam  Asselin  and  Geno  Binda  helped  Hillberg 
with  the  goal,  giving  Salve  Regina  the  lead  by  one.  The 
lead  would  not  last  though. 

FSC  came  back  with  three  goals.  Corbeil  started 
FSC  with  the  goal  tying  up  the  game  to  2-2.  Freshman 
Matt  Cunha  and  Brodeur  assisted  on  Corbeil's  goal.  Fresh- 
man Chad  Fletcher  followed  Corbeil's  lead  and  scored  giv- 
ing The  Falcons  the  lead  3-2. 

Zapf  scored  his  second  goal  of  the  night,  with  an 
assist  by  Savastano.  The  Falcons  went  on  to  win  the  game 
4-2.  FSC  had  the  most  the  shots  on  goal  34  to  Salve  Regi- 
na's 28. 

FSC  men's  hockey  team  gave  it  their  all  and  have 
started  the  season  strong.  Students  can  only  expect  great 
things  from  them  this  season. 


Do  you  have  a  Sports  Opinion,  Idea  or 
Story  that  the  Point  could  use? 

Email  it  to: 
PointSports@Hotmail.com 

Let  us  know  how  you  feel  about  Local  or 
Professional  teams 


